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blackmailed Sir Travers Twiss until Sir Travels
could stand it no longer. A prosecution ensued in
which the miserable story became public property*
One would have thought that this ordeal was quite
sufficient for Lady Twiss without having to under-
go any further suffering; but Queen Victoria
thought it necessary to vindicate the cause of
female virtue by publicly announcing that she
would no longer receive Lady Twiss at Court. This
would not perhaps happen nowadays ; but English
society is always liable to sudden outbursts of a
virtuous indignation which, however mitigated by
modern civilisation, is necessarily unjust and
capricious in its results.

The fact is that the whole attitude of society
towards sex questions has immensely altered during
the last twenty or thirty years, and there is un-
doubtedly in this respect more liberty, just as there
is far more religious tolerance. Ajnd the reason
that we are more liberal in matters of religion is
because religious ideas change more rapidly, as I
have before pointed out, than moral ideas.

Directly any taboo is exposed to the test of dis-
cussion it is ipso facto weakened. So long as it was
impossible to discuss publicly the truth or falsehood
of the doctrine of the Trinity heretics on this point
were fiercely persecuted. In my book on religious
persecution I describe a process of what I call
" implicit scepticism," which always precedes open
scepticism. When Cromwell admitted men of
different sects into his army, he did not say to him-
self, " Religious ideas have no meaning or importance
compared to the regeneration of my country/5